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1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 09 October 2003 . 
2a)\J This action is FINAL. 2b)IEl This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex paAfeQfvay/e. 1935 C.D. 11,453 0.6.213. 
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Art Unit: 1711 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 -8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by Janssen 
etal U.S. patent 6,127,481. 

Janssen discloses a branched polyolefin comprising a plurality of polyolefin arms 
attached to the reactive polymer backbone and a process for producing said branched 
polyolefin. A polyolefin pre-arm is polyolefin polymer containing a carbon to carbon 
double bond in a terminating monomer unit such that it can react with a functional 
polymer or a difunctional polymerizable monomer, column 3, lines 51-66 and column 4, 
lines 65-67. The polyolefin pre-arms are readable in applicants' claimed block 
represented by the formula (1). The polyolefin prearms can be produced by anionic 
polymerization technique in the presence of Ziegler-Natta catalyst, column 6, line 22. 
The polyolefin pre-arms may contain a small amount of a functional ethylenically 
unsaturated monomer such as a maleic anhydride or (meth)acrylate ester, column 7, 
lines 10-25 and column 15, lines 48-67. Reactive polymer backbones are polymers 
having functional group, column 5, lines 16-26 and 39-41. Ethylene copolymer with 
ethylenically unsaturated carboxylic acids, esters or anhydrides is readable in 
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applicants' claims for being block represented by the formula (2). Also, the reactive 
backbone polymer can be a polyolefin having a silane hydrolizable unit, column 13, 
lines 3-10. A process for producing a branched polyolefin In Janssen's invention is 
readable in applicants' claim 3, column 15, lines 14-67 and column 16, lines 1-67. 
Branched polyolefin polymers can be used as fuels and/or lubricating additives and 
modifiers, column 34, lines 32-34 and column 35, lines 21^4. 

Double Patenting 

3. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 
doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the 
unjustified or Improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent 
and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. See In re Goodman 1 1 
F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887 225 ' 
USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Omum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPq '761 (CCPA 
1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970);and, In re Thorinqton 
418 F.2d 528, 1 63 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1 969). ' 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .321 (c) may be 
used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double 
patenting ground provided the conflicting application or patent is shown to be commonly 
owned with this application. See 37 CFR 1 .130(b). 

Effective January 1 , 1994, a registered attomey or agent of record may sign a 
terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 
37 CFR 3.73(b). 

4. Claims 1 -8 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type 
double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-10 of U.S. Patent No. 6,753,378. 
Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from 
each other because claims 1-10 of Patent 6,753,378 discloses a branched polyolefin 
and a process for making said branched polyolefin, wherein the branched polyolefin 
comprising an olefin chain (A) and olefin chain (B), wherein the chemical formulation of 
chains (A) and (B) are readable in applicants' claims. The functionalized polyolefin of 
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(A) polymer having functional (carboxyl) group (C) is readable in applicants' claimed 
block (2). The terminal modified polyolefin (D) that is referring to a polymer (B) is 
readable in applicants' claimed block represented by the formula (1 ). The difference 
between the present claims and claims 1-10 of Patent. 6,753.378 is that claims 1-10 of 
said Patent'378 does not disclose a linking group F in the applicants' formula (2). 
However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to consider that a 
linking group L can be present since a grafted monomer having carboxylic group can be 
any derivative of carboxylic acid for producing a functionalized polyolefin. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicants' 
disclosure. The prior art is relevant to show the state of the art knowledge. 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Olga Asinovsky whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1066. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 to 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. James Seidleck can be reached on 571-272-1078. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9197 (toll-free). 
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